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great jurist Merlin of Douai, was pretty sure to catch any
dangerous individual, even if he had managed to obtain a
carte de s&rete and had escaped being denounced. Under this
law, any one who had been of noble birth or had held any office
before 1789, any one who had any connection, whether of
relationship or of service, to an emigre" ; any one who could not
show he had made some sacrifice for the cause of the Revolution ;
and, in short, any one who for any reason whatever might be
thought to have any reason to be discontented with the exist-
ing regime was liable, at a moment's notice, to be brought
before a revolutionary committee and sent to prison.

At the head of this elaborate system for keeping the
people in check stood the Committee of General Security.
This important committee of the Convention was placed in
command of the police of the whole country, and had power
to order the arrest of any individual, even in the most distant
department of France, and to have him brought to Paris. It
had also entire management of the prisons of Paris, and every
arrest made by the revolutionary committees had to be
immediately reported to it It was responsible for the peace
of Paris, and was in constant correspondence alike with the
Commune of Paris and the Committee of Public Safety.
It had further the duty assigned to it of selecting the prisoners
who were to go for trial before the Revolutionary Tribunal,
and of superintending the execution of those condemned to
death. A Committee of General Security had existed over
since the meeting of the Convention,1 but it did not possess
these defined and extended powers until the organization of
the government of the Terror in September, 1793. The com-
mittee chosen on June 1C, 1793,2 after the expulsion of the
Girondins, was not satisfactory to the members of the Great
Committee of Public Safety, so on their motion it was quashed
on September 11, and a new committee of nine, with five
tfi, chosen in its stead. This new committee also failed

1 See Appendix VI., "The Committees of the Convention," and vol. ii.
p. m

* See Appendix VII [, "The Committee of General Security."